
 

 

Our Church 

 
Worship Schedule 
 
Prayer of Jesus 
 
A Word to the Church 
 
General Assembly 
Worship 
 
New Additions to the 
FCC Library 
 
Child Safety Training 
/Opportunities to 
Serve 
 
Regional News 
 
News from the Pews 
 
Calendar and Servant 
Schedule 
 
Stay Connected with 
FCC! 

  

 

1 

 1 

 
 2 
  
 3 
 
  

 4 
  
 5 
  
 

  
 7  
 
 

 9 
  
 
 
10 
 
12 
 
17 
 
 
18 

 

  
  

    

ISSUE NO. 07, JULY 2019 
 

Inside This Issue 

is a congregation of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and 

Canada, a denomination that began in the 

early 1800’s as part of the American frontier 

revival. We are part of what’s known as the 

Stone-Campbell Movement named after early church leaders Barton Stone and 

Alexander Campbell. On July 7
th
, during our joint worship with our friends at the 

United Church of Christ I preached on our Disciples Identity, Vision, and 

Mission: 

 

Our Identity 

We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. 

As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God 

has welcomed us. 

Our Vision 

To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates true community, deep 

Christian spirituality and a passion for justice. -Micah 6:8 

Our Mission 

To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving and 

serving from our doorsteps “to the ends of the earth.” -Acts 1:8 

(Continued on page 2) 

First Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ), Ames, IA  



 

 In my sermon on July 7
th
 I talked about 

the desire within the early Stone-Campbell 

movement to reclaim the understandings and 

practices of the early Christians. We aspired to 

initiate a restored Christianity with room for 

everyone at the table of Christ, with no barriers. 

This movement was inclined toward an inclusive 

Christian unity. In the early 1800’s there were 

those who called themselves “Christian” and 

those who called themselves “Disciples.” And 

when the two streams came together, in order to 

demonstrate their unity, they became the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Because 

of our commitment to unity in Christ, we do not 

make creeds or a specific set beliefs a test of 

faith for members. Instead we adopted the 

phrase, “In essentials, unity; in opinions, liberty; 

in all things love (or charity).” We practice open 

table communion. And the table is at the center 

of every worship. At the table, we remember that 

we all come before God as Christ’s guests. We 

don’t come because of our own works or 

goodness, but because of the gracious love of 

God in Christ. And in that, we experience our 

true unity. 

First Christian Church is part of that 

movement within Christianity. The General 

Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) in the United States and Canada, held 

every other year, will take place this Saturday 

through Wednesday in Des Moines. We will 

gather together with people from other Disciples 

congregations from near and far for worship, 

learning, sharing, and the business of being 

church – together. Amy Kuehl and Mark Love 

are the delegates representing First Christian 

Church, Ames. There are several credentialed 

ministers who will also serve as voting delegates 

from this congregation. But the event is open to 

all! Worship will happen each evening and at the 

close of the Assembly on Wednesday morning. 

Of course you probably already know that 

First Christian Church, Ames is a host site for 

Sunday morning worship for Assembly goers. 

We just found out that some of our Canadian 

brothers and sisters in Christ will join us for 

worship. Let us celebrate the love of God in 

Christ. The love so great it brings down the 

walls, whatever they may be, that divide us. 

Together, we are the Body of Christ! 

      —Pastor Mary Jane 
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Worship & Learning Scriptures 

Shared Worship 

July 21 
10:30 am 

General Assembly  
Worship at FCC 

John 15:1-5 

July 28 
10:30 am 

Disciples/UCC Global  
Ministries at UCC 

 

Aug. 4 
9:45 am 

Worship at Brookside 
Park with United Church 
of Christ and First  
Baptist Church 

Psalms and 
Songs 



 

 Lessons of Faith  

The last 4 Sundays before we begin our new 

program year will have a focus on nature and 

“Lessons of Faith” from places we might find 

ourselves during the summer. Come hear these 

unique reflections and open your imagination to 

discover your own! 
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August 11-September 1 (at FCC at 10:30 am) 

Aug. 11 Lessons of Faith  from the Golf Course 

Aug. 18 Lessons of Faith from the Hiking Trail 

Aug. 25 
Lessons of Faith from the Back of a 
Horse 

Sep. 1 Lessons of Faith from the Sailboat 

 
 
 

Breath of Life, 
   In whom we live and move  

and have our being,  
   Your presence fills all of 

Creation. 
May justice and mercy reign, 

   In our lives and in our world. 
Today may our bellies be full, 

   Our hearts warm, 
   And our fellowship open. 

May we reconcile with the people 
we’ve hurt, 

   Just as we reconcile with the 
people who’ve hurt us. 

Lead us not into a time of trial, 
   But deliver us from evil. 
For wherever grace and 

community abide, 
   There you are with us; 

   We are not alone.  
Blessed be. 

  
-Chance Hunter  

The Prayer of Jesus   
is one of the best loved and 
most spoken prayers on the 
planet. There are numerous  
versions of the prayer, based 
on the text on Matthew 6:9-11 

and Luke 11:2-4.  
 

Across time and  cultures 
people have prayed it and 
adapted it into over 1800 

languages and    dialects. Here 
is one such rendering: 

Join us 
for  

Worship 
in the  
Park!  

 

August 4th, at 9:45 AM 
Brookside Park, Hickory Shelter, by 

the red fire engine 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A9-6%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+11%3A2-11%3A4&version=KJV


 

 Children and Families in 
Detention & At the 
Border: A Word to 
the Church 
Posted on July 16, 2019 at 1:07 pm. 

 

“For the Lord your God…executes justice for the fatherless 
and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food 
and clothing. Love the sojourner therefore; for you were 
sojourners in the land of Egypt.” (Deuteronomy 10:17-19) 
 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs.” (Matthew 19:14) 

 
Dear Church, 

Our sacred scriptures are filled with stories of 
uprooted peoples and prophets in movement, with 
constant presence and direction from God.  We are 
inspired by the leading of our Lord who liberated the 
Israelites, comforted the community as they faced 
exile and later repatriation, and guided Jesus’ family 
to safety as they fled persecution under Herod.  We 
therefore are ready to live out our call to 
demonstrate radical hospitality and welcome today’s 
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers who are 
likewise searching for protection from persecution. 

Our hearts grieve the deaths of children on the 
U.S.-Mexico border and in detention facilities while 
in U.S. custody which are at odds with our call to 
welcome.  We urge the release of immigrant children 
and adults held captive within our land in detention 
holding centers reported in recent weeks by the 
Office of Inspector General to have “issues of 
dangerous overcrowding” and sub-standard hygiene 
requiring “corrective action…critical to the 
immediate health and safety needs of 
detainees.” We are appalled by the “prolonged 
detention of children and adults,” despite 
regulations aimed to ensure children are housed 
only in sanitary conditions, are released without 
unnecessary delay, and would be placed in the least 
restrictive conditions.   

We remember how Jesus announced his 
ministry “to preach good news to the poor… 

proclaim release to the captives and…set at liberty 
those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18).  We reaffirm 
our previous commitments against family 
separations and efforts to end child detention, and 
we again demand these practices that are keeping 
children detained in dozens of facilities be 
ended.  Together with the Oklahoma Conference of 
Churches, we speak out against the housing of 
immigrant children at Fort Sill Army post where 
Japanese Americans were interned during World 
War II, and “cannot stand silent as this history is 
repeated with innocent children who will, no doubt, 
incur trauma and life-altering consequences.”    

Because we believe that love can transcend 
every cultural divide, we join with ecumenical and 
interfaith partners to urge all persons seeking asylum 
be granted full due process and opportunities to 
pursue protections as guaranteed by national and 
international laws.  We confess US foreign policies 
have contributed to exploitation of Central American 
countries and created root conditions that 
encourage persons to migrate.   

As people of faith, we are eager to “not neglect 
to show hospitality to strangers” (Hebrews 13:2) and 
to strengthen our efforts to become “Immigrant 
Welcoming Congregations.”  Therefore, we urge our 
government leaders to positively and urgently 
address the crisis at the border; such as establishing 
regional refugee processing centers, strengthening 
asylum protections in the US and Mexico, 
modernizing ports of entry, using existing funding to 
US Customs and Border Protection to hire child 
welfare professionals, supporting proven and 
community-based alternatives to detention, and 
addressing the root causes of migration. 

In this critical moment, aware that our “ancestor 
Jacob was a wandering Aramean who went to live as 
a foreigner in Egypt…but…became a large and 
mighty nation” (Deuteronomy 26:5, NLT), we seek to 
faithfully assume our responsibilities to care for the 
sojourner.  For we remember Jesus’ words that “as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). 

 
In Christ’s love, 

Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens 
General Minister and President  

(Add your signature to this letter) 
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https://disciples.org/general-ministries/children-and-families-in-detention/
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Ames First Christian Church (FCC) will be a 
host site for worship on Sunday, July 21, for 
attendees of the 2019 General Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)!  
 
This is the first time in many years that the 
assembly has met in Des Moines, and FCC 
welcomes General Assembly visitors to Ames, 
as well as any other area Disciples, 
congregations, or community members who 
wish to gather together for worship. FCC is 
also excited to host friends from Ames United 
Church of Christ.  
 
On this Sunday, you will have a unique 
opportunity to hear from Rev. April G. 
Johnson, Executive Director of Disciples 
Reconciliation Ministry, who will be the 
special guest preacher during worship. As 
Minister of Reconciliation, Rev. Johnson 
facilitates the church-wide process of 
awareness, analysis and action toward healing 
the fractures in the body of Christ that are 
caused by systemic racism.  She brings to this 
work a deep passion for racial understanding, 
justice and compassion. Learn more about 
Rev. Johnson’s background and reconciliation 
ministry in a recent interview with 
FCC: http://bit.ly/2FCZF21 
 
Ames First Christian Church, 
611 Clark Avenue, Ames, IA 
Sunday, July 21st at 10:30 am 
All are welcome!  
Worship will be followed by lunch in FCC’s     
Fellowship Hall. 

Rev. April G. Johnson  
is the Executive Director of 
Disciples Reconciliation 
Ministry.  
 
She previously served at 
Augustana College in Rock 
Island, Illinois, as Assistant Dean 
of Students/Director of Diversity 
Services 
and as Associate College 
Chaplain.  
 
She received her degrees from the 
University of 
Illinois-Champaign/ 
Urbana and Howard 
University in Washington, D.C.  
 
Rev. Johnson is a native of 
Chicago, Illinois. 

http://www.fccames.org/
https://ga.disciples.org/
https://reconciliationministry.org/
https://reconciliationministry.org/
http://bit.ly/2FCZF21


 

 

The Canadians  
Are Coming!  

The Canadians  
Are Coming! 

 
 
 
 
Parking  
• Carpool if you can to allow more parking for 

guests. 
• When possible, please leave closer parking for 

guests. 
• City parking lots near the City Hall are available. 
  
Hosting  
• Please come. You are needed! We can’t host this 

FCC event without you. 
• Please greet and introduce yourselves to others, 

as much as you can. 
• Wear your nametag so people can identify you as 

someone from FCC. 

• Please be aware that we want our guests to have 
priority seating on the main floor. Please consider 
sitting in the Coffee House where livestreaming 
of the service will be available. Communion will 
be served in the Coffee House as well. 

• Before and after worship, please keep the aisles 
clear for easy access and movement. Please be 
aware of the needs of others, especially those 
with mobility aids. 

• After worship, please move immediately with our 
guests toward the Fellowship Hall. If you need to 
leave before lunch, you can exit the building as 
the group is moving into Fellowship Hall. It’s 
important that we not linger in the sanctuary on 
this day and that we help our guests move 
toward lunch. 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Lunch  
• This is not a potluck. Please come and enjoy the 

full meal prepared for you and our guests. 
• Following worship, ushers will dismiss people by 

rows to move to Fellowship Hall. 
• We will invite people to go downstairs using 

either the staircase closest to the organ or the 
west entry staircase. North seats in sanctuary 
may use the organ staircase and south seats in 
sanctuary may use the west entry stairs. The lift 
and the elevator are available for anyone who 
needs them. 

• In Fellowship Hall, find a table and be seated. 

• Introduce yourself to your table companions. 
• People who came from the General Assembly by 

bus will be invited to go through the lunch line 
first. You will then be invited to go through the 
line table by table. 

• Drinks and dessert will be served at the tables. 

• Dishes will be cleared from the tables by 
volunteers following the meal. 

• Please feel free to pitch in and help with clean up 
where you are able or stay around and chat with 
guests until they leave.  

 

Displays 
• Please check out the displays of our Ministry 

Partners in the Fellowship Hall.         
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General Assembly Worship 
Sunday, July 21 at 10:30 am in the FCC Sanctuary 

General Assembly Sunday is upon 
us. Yes, we have Canadian guests 
coming on the bus from Des 
Moines on Sunday morning. Here 
are some things to help us prepare 
for this special day. 
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S everal new books have been added to 
the FCC Library and are available for 
checkout. Any newly acquired book will 

have a “New Book” label on its cover and 
will initially be displayed on the countertop 
or the New Book wire-rack. (Eventually, 
these books will be shelved in the general 
collection, by call number.)  If you need help 
locating any book, check with David Gregory, 
the FCC Librarian.  Enjoy!  

 
Reza Aslan 
• God: A Human History. (211 Asl) 
• How to Win a Cosmic War: God, Globalization, & the 

End of Terror.  (320.5 Asl) 

 
William J. Barber II 
• The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement is 

Overcoming the Politics of Fear and Division. (277.3 Bar 
2016) 

• Forward Together: A Moral Message for the Nation. 
(277.3 Bar 2014) 

 
Diana Butler Bass 
• Grounded: Finding God in the World. (231 Bas) 
• Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. 

(241 Bas 2018) 
• Broken We Kneel: Reflections on Faith and Citizenship. 

(261.7 Bas) 

 
Rob Bell  
• How to Be Here: A Guide to Creating a Life Worth 

Living. (158.23 Bel) 
• What we talk about when we talk about God. (231.23 

Bel) 
• Love Wins. (234.23 Bel) 

 

 

Marcus J. Borg 
• Jesus: A New Vision. (232 Bor) 
• Jesus and Buddha: The Parallel Sayings. (232.954 Bor 

1997) 

 
Rita Nakashima Brock  
• Proverbs of Ashes: Violence, Redemptive Suffering and 

the Search for What Saves Us. (234 Bro) 

Katy Butler 
• The Art of Dying Well: A Practical Guide to a Good End 

of Life. (616.02 But) 

 
Sister Simone Campbell 
• A Nun on the Bus: How All of Us Can Create Hope, 

Change, and Community. (282 Cam) 

 
James P. Carse 
• The Religious Case Against Belief. (200 Car) 

 
Bruce Chilton 
• Mary Magdalene: A Biography. (226.092 Chi) 

 
Sister Joan Chittister 
• The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully. (200.84 

Chi) 

 
Harvey Cox 
• How to Read the Bible. (220.61 Cox) 

 
John Dominic Crossan 
• In Parables: The Challenges of the Historical Jesus. 

(226.8 Cro) 
• Who Killed Jesus? (232.96 Cro) 
• A Long Way from Tipperary: A Memoir. (B Cro) 
• In Search of Paul: How Jesus' Apostle Opposed Rome's 

Empire. (225.92 Cro) 
• Excavating Jesus: Beneath the Stones, Behind the Text. 

(225.93 Cro) 

New  

Additions  

to the  

FCC Library 
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Bart D. Ehrman 
• Peter, Paul, and Mary Magdalene. (225.922 Ehr) 
• Lost Scriptures: Books that did not make it into the New 

Testament. (229.92 Ehr 2003) 

Eric Elnes 
• The Phoenix Affirmations: A New Vision for the Future. 

(269 Eln) 

Emily C. Heath 
• Glorify: Reclaiming the Heart of Progressive Christianity. 

(270.83 Hea) 

 
Robert W. Funk et al (The Jesus Seminar)  
• The Once and Future Jesus: The Jesus Seminar. (232 Fun) 

 
Michael Lerner  
• The Left Hand of God: Taking Back our Country from the 

Religious Right. (322.1 Ler) 

 
Jan G. Linn 
• Evangelicalism and the Decline of American Politics. 

(277.3 Lin) 

 
Diarmaid MacCulloch  
• Silence: A Christian History. (248.47 Mac) 

 
Alister McGrath 
• The Big Question: Why We Can't Stop Talking About 

Science, Faith and God. (201.65 McG) 

 
Brian D. McLaren 
• Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha & Mohammed Cross 

the Road? (261.2 McL) 
• A Generous Orthodoxy. (270.8 McL) 
• A New Kind of Christian, a fiction trilogy, including  
• A New Kind of Christian (Book 1). (813.6 McL 2001) 
• The Story We Find Ourselves In (Book 2). (813.6 McL 

2003) 
• The Last Word and the Word After That (Book 3). (813.6 

McL 2005) 
 
Carol Howard Merritt 
• Healing Spiritual Wounds: Reconnecting with a Loving 

God After Experiencing a Hurtful Church. (248.8 Mer) 
• Reframing Hope: Vital Ministry in a New Generation. 

(253 Mer) 
• Tribal Church: Ministering to the Missing Generation. 

(259.25 Mer) 

 
 
 

Thich Nhat Hanh  
• Living Buddha, Living Christ. (294.3 Nha) 
• Going Home: Jesus and Buddha as Brothers. (294.3 Nha 

1999) 
• The Art of Living: Peace and Freedom in the Here and 

Now. (294.3 Nha 2017) 
• The Way Out Is In: The Zen Calligraphy of Thich Nhat 

Hanh. (745.6 Nha) 
• At Home in the World: Stories and Essential Teachings 

from a Monk’s Life. (294.3 Nha 2016) 

Elaine Pagels and Karen L. King 
• Reading Judas: The Gospel of Judas & the Shaping of 

Christianity. (229.8 Pag 2007) 

 
Richard Rohr 
• Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative Prayer. 

(248.3 Roh) 

 
Phyllis Tickle 
• Emergence Christianity: What it is, where it is going, & 

why. (270.83 Tic 2012) 

 
Doug Pagitt 
• A Christianity Worth Believing. (230 Pag) 

 
John Pavlovitz  
• Hope and Other Superpowers. (170.44 Pav) 
• A Bigger Table (261 Pav) 

 
Bruce Reyes-Chow  
• 40 Days, 40 Prayers, 40 Words: Lenten Reflections for 

Everyday Life. (242.34 Rey) 

 
Desmond Tutu 
• Believe. (323 Tut) 
• No Future Without Forgiveness. (968 Tut) 
• Made for Goodness. (170.22 Tut) 

 
Jim Wallis 
• America's Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the 

Bridge to a New America. (305.8 Wal) 

If you would like to donate books to the 
FCC Library, or recommend books for 
purchase, please contact David Gregory, 
515-708-9004 or dgregory@iastate.edu. 

mailto:dgregory@iastate.edu
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Child Safety Training  
and Discussion  
Sunday, August 18th  
following worship  
in the Coffee House  
 

A ttention parents and caring adults of 
FCC! Each year you are invited and 

encouraged to attend a training and discussion 
session on how we keep our children safe while 
they are in the care of the church.  
 
Everyone who works with children in any 
way is required to attend the session and to 
sign a statement indicating agreement with and 
willingness to follow our policies.  
 
We do this because we love our children and 
want to make sure no harm ever comes to 
them while in our care. Please plan to come to 
this session.  
 
We want to extend a special invitation to 
people who may not have taken this recently.  
 
We need to grow our pool of adults and 
youth who can help with childcare and who 
know how to make sure we keep our 
children safe.  
 
If you have questions, please contact  
Nancy Schroeder (233-2338) or  
Mary Jane Button-Harrison (232-5766).  

Opportunities to Serve 
“Each of us was given grace according to the measure 
of Christ’s gift… The gifts he gave were that some 
would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ…” (Eph. 4:7;11) 
 
Summer brings MANY opportunities to serve! 

• WELCOME and greet in love all those who visit 
us this summer for the July 21st General 
Assembly Worship at FCC.  

• VOLUNTEER for one of the Task Teams during 
General Assembly worship on Sunday, July 21st 
to help the event be a great success.  

• LOVE others by knitting, crocheting, or helping 
provide tools for the General Assembly. 

• Make a LOUD noise unto the Lord by joining the 
summer Ecumenical choir! For more information, 
contact Tim Button-Harrison at 641-485-5604. 

• CARE for our children by taking the Child Safety 
Training on Sunday, August 18th. You may 
contact Nancy Schroeder (232-2338) for more 
information. 

• FIGHT HUNGER. Volunteer for Food at First. With 
many students gone for the summer months, 
Food at First always needs extra help getting     
volunteers. Contact them at 515-344-4357.  You 
may also serve every first Saturday of the month 
with our FCC core of volunteers. For more 
information, you may contact   Cynthia Gaunt at 
 cygaunt@hotmail.com. 

• GOING ON VACATION? PLAN AHEAD to faithfully 
commit to the mission and vision of First 
Christian Church, by remembering your pledge 
during the  summer months.  

• BEAUTIFY the church! We need many hands for 
summer chores like mowing, weeding, planting, 
painting, etc. Contact Shirley Malaby at 233-
1827, for more information. 

• Come SHARE AS FAMILY at the Church   Family 
Picnic on Saturday, June 22nd, from 11 am to 4 
pm, at the Emma McCarthy Lee Park (Butternut 
Shelter). Bring a side dish to share! 

• Facilitate worship, by assisting with Sound or 
Video on Sundays. Contact Janet Lott at 
jalott@isunet.net. 

 

Keep watching this box and respond as you are able. 
It takes a lot of people contributing their gifts to keep 
the ministry of FCC moving, growing and vital. 

mailto:cygaunt@hotmail.com
mailto:jalott@isunet.net
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Around the Region  —  
Things We Do Together 
 

For more info or to register for events:  
http://www.uppermidwestcc.org/regional-newsletter-dte 

 
Below, @CCC =  
held at the Christian Conference Center 
 
July 20-24   General Assembly @ Des Moines 
July 21    Reception for Bill Spangler-Dunning 
August 1   John Richardson, Interim Regional  
     Minister, Begins 
August 15-17  UMwYC Meeting 
August 18   Church Camp Season Ends 
Aug 25    Regional Operations Council Online 
Sept. 6-7   Regional Committee on Ministry 
Sept. 27-29  Upper Midwest Fall Women's  
     Retreat, Lake Koronis Assembly   
     Grounds 
Sept. 29    Regional Operations Council Online 
Oct. 19    Property Meeting @ CCC 
Oct. 27    Regional Operations Council Online 
Nov. 1-3   Chi Rho Retreat @ CCC 
Nov. 8-9   Committee on Ministry @ WDMCC 

2019 All REGIONAL  
Congregational Gathering  

and Reception for  
Bill Spangler-Dunning 

  
After 20 years of service in ministry to the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the   
Upper Midwest, Bill Spangler-Dunning will 
be moving.  
 
Join us for a gathering of our congregations 
and an opportunity to express our gratitude 
for his service with us as Disciples Together. 
  
Forte Banquet and Conference Center 
615 3rd Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
This reception will take place during the 
2019 General Assembly. 

Sunday, July 21, 2019 
Come and Go Reception 
4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Formal Program at 4:30 p.m. 

Join the FUN at General Assembly 2019 
 

ATTEND 
Inspiring Worship 

Practical Workshops 

Fun Children’s Activities and Field Trips 

Engaging and Fun Youth Program 

Ministry Ideas at MissionFest! 

• So many reasons to attend Assembly! 

 
Register today to attend the whole Assembly 
(special rate is available for volunteers) or come 
for a day at the walk-in rate.  We hope that you’ll 
find a way to join us for some part of this great 
event! 
  

Register Today! 

http://www.uppermidwestcc.org/regional-newsletter-dte
https://ga.disciples.org/registration/
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Reclaiming Our Souls 
Through Friendship 

 

Christian Church 
in the Upper Midwest  
Women's Fall Retreat 

 
Lake Koronis Assembly Grounds 

Paynesville, MN 
September 27-29, 2019 

 

What is Fall Retreat? 
 
Each autumn, women gather for a weekend away 
from the everyday.  We learn, pray, sing, play, rest, 
and build relationships (and let someone else make 
our meals).  We enjoy the beauty of the change of 
season on the shore of Lake Koronis.  We are 
touched by each other's stories and we might shed 
a tear or two and almost certainly will laugh a 
lot!  The Retreat is yours for what you need - activi-
ties, rest, learning, enjoying nature, reading, craft 
projects, and being with other delightful women! 
 
What is the form of this year's Retreat theme? 
 
We're trying something new this year!  Instead of 
hearing from a keynote speaker in person, this year 
we'll have video presentations (TEDx downloads) by 
Shasta Nelson on the theme of the importance of 
friendships to our lives, followed by discussions and 
activities to deepen our connections with each oth-
er.  We are excited that Rev. Anjeanette Perkins, a 
long-time attendee of the Fall Retreat, will be our 
Chaplain this year! 

Learn More and Register Today! 

2019 Iowa State Fair  
Hymn Sing 

 
We have the opportunity again this year to bless 
lives through hosting the Iowa State Fair Hymn Sing. 
The 2019 Iowa State Fair takes place August 8 – 
18.  Volunteers are needed each day to greet people 
at the door, lead the singing, and play the 
piano.  We also sweep the church before the hymn 
sing begins, straighten up afterwards, and refill all 
the hymn book display holders. It takes a little over an hour of your time. We provide free admission 
tickets and a parking ticket for our volunteers so the only cost to you is your time. If you are willing to 
assist with this witness and mission please contact JoAnn Thomas, she will be doing the scheduling for 
our volunteers. You can contact JoAnn by email at iowastatefairhymnsing@gmail.com; by phone at 
First Christian Church, Spencer 712-262-2945; or by mail at First Christian Church  701 East 18th, PO 
Box 1440, Spencer, IA 51301. 

https://docgeneralassembly.webconnex.com/2019fallwomensretreat


 

 News from the Pews 

Church office hours are  
9 am—2 pm  

Monday-Thursday 
 

Have a question?  
Email Liz Collazo at: fccames@fccames.org 
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Stewardship Report 

 

 

 June 2019 YTD 

Income:  $20,839 $111,105 

Expenses:  $31,551 $130,459 

Difference:  $(10,712) $(19,354) 

Local Outreach $804 $804 

   

July Worship Schedule 
10:30 AM: 

21  First Christian Church 
28  Ames UCC 
    August: 
4  Worship in the Park at  
  9:45 AM 

Pastor Mary Jane  
will be on vacation from  

August 5 through 12. 

Our Deepest Sympathies: to the family of Mel 
Popelka, who passed away on Tuesday, July 2nd. 
In and Out of the Hospital: Bonnie Smith.  

General Board Meeting 
Monday, August 12th 
7 PM, Coffee House. 

Thanks to all who have prayed for our families, both for my 
mother and her bouts with cancer, and for my fiancé 
Guillermo’s father — Willie.  
 
Willie is currently out of ICU and in a regular room, where 
he’s receiving physical therapy. He has had some extensive 
damage to his throat and trachea so he is not able to eat or 
drink for the moment. He tires easily and has good and bad 
days — but he is recovering.  
 
On another difficult note, Willie’s mother was found 
unresponsive on Sunday night, and is now hospitalized. It 
turns out she had a bad reaction to a medication and is 
under observation. We will share updates as we can. 
 

—Liz Collazo & Guillermo Velez 

STAMP OUT “SUMMER PLEDGE SLUMP”  
By: Randy Allman, Trustee Chair 
 

Summer is normally a slower pace around church.  
Education programs are curtailed. Church activities 
become more informal.  Unfortunately that also pertains 
to keeping our financial commitments to the church up to 
date. 
 
As of May 30th actual 2019 pledges received were 
$63,936.  Your Trustees track both income and expenses 
monthly and have established a $77,083 May 31 “best 
management practices” goal to keep us on track for our 
year-end total written pledges of $185,000.  We are 
currently $13,147 SHORT of meeting our goal.  
Please keep your giving current.  Many of our expenses like 

utilities do not take a “summer slump.”  We urge you not 

to take the “summer off” with your pledges to our church.   



 

 

 

Church Family Picnic, Saturday, June 22nd, 2019 
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Church Family Picnic, Saturday, June 22nd, 2019 
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Church Family Picnic, Saturday, June 22nd, 2019 
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Church Family Picnic, Saturday, June 22nd, 2019 
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17 

Calendar and Servant Schedule 

Servant Schedule 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

 Ushers Narthex West Entry  

Aug. 4 (Worship in the Park) Ron & Dee Matthews Cynthia Gaunt Linda Anderson 

Aug. 11 Ron & Dee Matthews Cynthia Gaunt Linda Anderson 

Aug. 18  Shirley Malaby & Carol Baker Nancy Schroeder Mark Schroeder 

Aug. 25 Shirley Malaby & Carol Baker Nancy Schroeder Mark Schroeder 

Elder’s Serving in July:  
 Offering: Deb Lewis 

 Communion: Gwen Mitzel  
 Alternate: Vern Hawkins 
Chaplain:  Larry Mesenbrink 

Deacons Serving in August: 
Captain: Derek & Cathy Krebs 

 1.  Derek Krebs  3.  DeLores Hawkins 
 2.  Mark Love   4.  Jaleel Khan 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

August  
* Denotes  birthday 
Chapel – 2nd Floor 
BT = Bell Tower 
CH = Coffee House 
FH = Fellowship Hall 
LIB = Library  
CR = Conf. Room 
GR = Great Room 

 

 

28 
 
10:30 am Worship at 
UCC 

29  
11:00 am Elder’s 
Circle, (LIB) 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 

*Del Woodward 

31  
12:15 Prayers (CH) 
Wed. Church Night 
5:15 pm Spiritual 
Practices 
5:30 pm Worship 
 
*Marge Hartman 

1  
5:30-7pm Listening to 
God (Great Rm.) 

 

  

 

2 

 

3 
 
9:30 AM – 1 pm FCC 
Volunteers for Food at 
First (FH) 
 

4  
 
9:45 am Worship in the 
Park – Brookside Park, 
Hickory Shelter, by the 
fire engine 
 
 
*Jim Lester 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
9:30 am Welcome 
Group Mtg. (LIB) 

7  
12:15 Prayers (CH) 
Wed. Church Night 
5:15 pm Spiritual 
Practices 
5:30 pm Worship 
 
 

8 
5:30-7pm Listening to 
God (Great Rm.) 
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*Shirley Malaby 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
*Anita Lee 

11  
 
10:30 am Worship  
 
 
  
  

12 
 
 
12 pm – Com. Team 
Mtg. (LIB) 
 
7:00 pm Board 
Meeting (CH) 
 
*Dorothy Hayes 
*Abby Schwartz 

13 
 
7:15 pm Property 
Meeting (LIB) 
 
 
 
*Emma Mesenbrink 

14  
12:15 Prayers (CH) 
Wed. Church Night 
5:15 pm Spiritual 
Practices 
5:30 pm Worship 
6:00 pm Faith 
Formation Mtg. (LIB) 
 
 

15 
5:30-7pm Listening to 
God (Great Rm.) 
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18  
 
10:30 am Worship at  
11:45 am Child 
Safety Training (CH) 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
Noon – The Call 
Deadline 
7 pm Trustees 
Meeting (CR) 

20 
 

21   
 
12:15 Prayers (CH) 
Wed. Church Night 
5:15 pm Spiritual 
Practices 
5:30 pm Worship 
 
 
 

22  
5:30-7pm Listening to 
God (Great Rm.) 
 
 
 
 
*David Digby 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
*Amy Kuehl 
*Harrison Walker 

24 

25 
 
10:30 am Worship  

26  
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
*Jean Watson 

28  
12:15 Prayers (CH) 
Wed. Church Night 
5:15 pm Spiritual 
Practices 
5:30 pm Worship 
 
 

29  
5:30-7pm Listening to 
God (Great Rm.) 

 

  

 

30 

 

31 
 
 

 

Pastor Mary Jane on vacation 



 

 10 Ways to Know What’s Happening at FCC 
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 Meals: Sunday thru Friday 5:45 pm and Saturday at 

11:30 am  (7 days a week) 

Grocery Distributions: Monday and Thursday at 4:45 

pm and Saturday at 10:00 am. Sign Up to Volunteer at 

http://bit.ly/1tG7Xb2 
 
FCC’s Volunteers the 1st Saturday of every Month! 
Contact Cynthia Gaunt for more information, at  
cygaunt@hotmail.com. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• The Call Newsletter –                     

3rd week of the month 

• Weekly News Update –                  

an email sent every Thursday  

• Worship Bulletin Inserts –          

every Sunday 

• Prayers of the People –                 

an email sent as needed 

• Video Slides before Sunday      

worship – every Sunday 

• Announcements during Sunday   

worship – every Sunday 

• Bulletin boards in the church -      

ongoing 

• Word of mouth - ongoing 

• Facebook – First Christian Church 

(Disciples) Ames 

• Website -  www.fccames.org  

 

 To receive a hardcopy newsletter, 

please contact the church office.  

 

To receive newsletter, news updates 

and prayers via email please sign up 

by clicking on an icon.  

http://bit.ly/1tG7Xb2
mailto:cygaunt@hotmail.com
http://fccames.us4.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=c80fc7fd01f86814c1cbff5b7&id=aa3b60dbda
http://fccames.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=c80fc7fd01f86814c1cbff5b7&id=258bed03b9
http://eepurl.com/yW5tT
http://www.fccames.org


 

 

The people of First Christian Church accept these values as core… 
 

Genuinely accept, welcome and love everyone as Jesus did. 
Connect people to God and to one another. 

Cultivate an environment where people grow in faith and discipleship. 
Celebrate everyone’s gifts for ministry and encourage people as leaders. 

Minister in the community with God’s healing love. 

 

Staff at First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Ames, IA: 
 
Minister:          Mary Jane Button-Harrison 
Minister of Worship & Discipleship: Tim Button-Harrison 
Minister of Worship Arts:     Janet Lott 
Administrative Assistant:     Liz Collazo 
Worship Musician:       Joseph Schwartz 
Building Custodian:       Sherri Khan  
Nursery Attendants:       Karen LeCount 
Nursery Helper:        Eiley Misfeldt  

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
611 Clark Avenue 
Ames, Iowa  50010-6137 
Phone: (515) 232-5766 
Website: http://www.fccames.org/ 
 
Return Service Requested 

 


