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for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
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irst Christian Church is a member congregation of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). In this denomination along with others who practice “believer’s baptism” we have the practice of
dedicating or blessing of our little ones. The Blessing of a baby or child
is an acknowledgment of that young life coming to the parents and the
church as a gift from God. And that gift brings great joy and responsibility to both the parents and the church. In this act of Blessing the parents acknowledge their child as a gift from God and promise to provide
a loving home and a spiritual foundation which includes nurture in the
faith community – the church. And they promise to raise the child “to
know Jesus, to be part of the church, to be baptized in the new life of
Christ Jesus, and to walk the Christian walk with” their child. The congregation then promises to love and support the child and the family in
a way that conveys love, nurture, and a sense of belonging. It is a
beautiful thing!! This is a direct expression of Jesus’ words about the
importance of children printed above.

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
611 Clark Avenue, Ames, Iowa
Phone: (515) 232-5766
E-Mail: fccames@fccames.org, www.fccames.org
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(Continued from page 1)

As you just read, in the Service of Blessing the parents promise to raise their child “to know Jesus,
to be part of the church, to be baptized in the new life of Christ Jesus…” In the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) baptism is something a person does when they get to that point in their life
when they desire to say, YES! to Jesus’ invitation to “Follow me.” In the waters of baptism, we are
cleansed and renewed and rise into the new life of Christ Jesus with the desire and commitment to
be disciples of Christ. Rather than baptism being an end, it is a beginning. Those baptized join other
disciples on the journey of life and faith together; now as ones who have made an intentional decision and commitment.
If you come out of a Christian tradition who practices infant baptism, that may sound odd. You may
not have known there are two parallel expressions of the Christian tradition when it comes to baptism. If it helps, you can see that there are two events in both traditions – one for babies and one for
those coming to an age of understanding and able to make a commitment to continue in the faith.
For babies, one expression of the Christian tradition offers a Service of Blessing while the other offers Infant Baptism. For older children, one expression of the Christian tradition offers Believer’s
baptism while the other tradition offers Confirmation. Of course, both traditions also baptize older
children and adults who haven’t been baptized and confirm young people who were baptized as infants. We are all part of the Body of Christ – The Church, together!
Why all this discussion about blessing and baptism you may ask? Because there are currently 6
older children exploring what it means to be baptized, make a commitment to follow Jesus, and join
the church. This class is a direct result of the commitment parents and the church made when these
children were blessed as “little ones.” On February 7th I started teaching a class called, Tour of Life,
which takes the children through all the ordinary aspects of life and infuses them with meaning from
the Bible and our faith tradition. In this class the students learn more about new life (being born –
anew), school (learning to follow the Teacher/Rabbi Jesus), play (even God needed a rest in creation), and so much more. There are several other adults on hand to guide these children. My gratitude goes to Jocelyn Digby, Deb Lewis, Vern Hawkins, Dawn Heaberlin, and Sue Prins who have
helped out so far. Each student has an adult mentor. Each Sunday students and mentors pay close
attention to worship and share with each other the Worship Response Form they filled out during or
after worship. They will also do a service project – helping to prepare, serve, and clean up as part of
First Christian Church’s crew the first Saturday of March at Food at First. These young people are
excited and full of wonderful questions about the amazing life of disciples of Jesus. And their excitement is contagious! My prayer is that each of us will become “infected” with their enthusiasm to
learn more about Jesus, the faith, and the traditions of the church.
Please pray for the class, the students, mentors, teachers, the learning process, and the whole
church as we seek to be faithful to the promises we make to one another and to God.
Pastor Mary Jane
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Lent at FCC
Living Expressions of Worship

Wednesday Night Worship

In Sunday worship during Lent, individuals will
sit in front of the sanctuary and create something during the whole worship service. The
gifts of their heart, soul, mind and hands will
reflect what is seen, heard, touched and felt by
them in the day’s service in which they are participating. Worship in the midst of this faith
community influences what they will be creating. Their work will be part of the worship setting in coming weeks and on display in the AllCongregation Art Show following Easter. Come
on Sunday mornings and see a living expression of worship.

During Lent, our worship time on Wednesday
night, 6:50 – 7:10 pm in the Great Room, will
be spent in the Iona Abbey Worship Book.
The services in The Iona Abbey Worship
Book reflect the Iona Community's commitment to the belief that worship is all that we
are and all that we do, both inside and outside
the church, with no division into the sacred
and the secular. They draw on many traditions, including the Celtic, and aim to help us
to be fully present to God, who is fully present
to us in our neighbor, in the political and social activity of the world around us, and in the
very center and soul of our being.

Worship in Lent

The “Prayers of the People”
Board in the Sanctuary

Throughout the Lent season,
worship and adult learning
time will be based on chapters from the book "The Last
Week," by Marcus J. Borg
and John Dominic Crossan.
Look for an outline of chapters covered in the Worship
Schedule, on page 4.

A board to post your prayers will be present in
the sanctuary close to the pulpit during Lent. If
you have a prayer request, please write it
down and pin it to the board. Your requests
will be offered in prayer Wednesday at noon
and at worship on Wednesday evenings.

Easter Prayer Vigil
As is our custom, we will be observing an ecumenical Prayer Vigil during Easter weekend which will begin on Good Friday, March 30th, at 1
pm, and will end on Easter morning, April 1st, at 6 am. There will be
half hour slots for persons to sign up to pray, from either home or
church.
Look for a sign up board by the Narthex/East Entrance (by Fareway),
or you may sign up online to pray, at http://bit.ly/1E2rhX8. Please
help us fill as many slots as possible so we may have an unbroken
prayer chain for Easter.
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Lenten Devotionals

Worship Schedule

What
does it
mean to be a follower of Jesus?
How do we walk
with him along
the way?
The
earliest
Christians were
referred to as
"followers of the
way," and the
prophet
Isaiah
spoke of what it
would take to prepare the way for
the arrival of God's anointed one. A focus on
the way of Jesus as laid out in John's Gospel helps us follow in his footsteps and see
both his choices and priorities; reminders
from Isaiah help us see that the way of
Christ is rooted in justice.

Joint Services with United Church of Christ
and First United Methodist Church
Maundy
Thursday

March 29, At First United
7 PM
Methodist

Early Easter
Service

April 1, 7
AM

Reiman Gardens

Join us this Lent as we follow the way: the
way to the Lord, the way of Jesus, the way
to the cross...the way to new life. Each daily
devotion includes a scripture, reflection, and
closing prayer.
Title/Chapter

Scripture

Feb. 25

Monday
Thoughtful Anger

Mark
11:12-19

Mar. 4

Tuesday
Mark
Ubuntu
12:28-34
(We Belong Together)

Mar. 11

Wednesday
Seeing

Mark
14:1-11

Mar. 18

Thursday
With

Mark
14:12-72

Mar. 25

Friday/Saturday
Dignity & Worth

Mark
15:1-47

Following the Way is edited by Nanette
Banks, Laura Phillips, and Lara Blackwood
Pickrel, and written by The Bethany Fellows,
a collection of pastors in the first five years
of professional ministry.
Look for Lenten Devotionals by the Narthex
— East Entrance table.
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T

here are many joys and benefits in helping
write a Featured Member article for The
Call. Foremost is that you get to learn so
much about the member that you would not
otherwise know. You find yourself thinking,
WOW, this is a very interesting person that we
are blessed to have in our congregation. This
month's featured member is Jim Lester, one of
the best known members in our
church, and is very low key.
When I arrived at the east entrance of the church for my appointment to interview Jim for
this article, it was very cold and
Jim was outside chipping ice
from the concrete walk leading
into the church. He said he
hoped someday to see the concrete walk at the entrance be
heated, for he had seen people
slip on the ice and take bad falls.
That scene describes very well
Jim's personal dedication to First
Christian. He works as a volunteer in so many capacities at
FCC and is constantly looking for
opportunities to make our church
better.
Jim with his mom and dad, along with his
siblings, moved from Des Moines to Ames in
1945. Jim's dad, Roy was the custodian of
FCC. Roy had studied refrigeration and did that
initially on a part time basis along with being the
custodian. Roy's business, Lester Refrigeration
grew and became his primary employment, and
he found he was doing more work as a volunteer for the church as the years went by. Lester
Refrigeration is still in business today, although
under different ownership. Jim was baptized in
the original baptistery which is located behind a
wall in the Fellowship Hall. I asked about a dirt
floor in the basement and Jim said there was a
dirt floor under what is now the sanctuary until
the 60's when the dirt was covered with concrete.
After graduating from Ames High School
(currently the City Hall) which was located
across the street from FCC, Jim served in the
Navy from 1959-1963. He was stationed at
Long Beach, California and his Navy travels
took him to Japan where he saw the famous

Mount Fuji. After being discharged from the
Navy, Jim returned to Ames and went to work
for Lester Refrigeration.
When asked what kept him coming back to
FCC, Jim quickly responded, "People kept me
coming back, very good and giving people."
Which led to the next question, how do you get
people to help you with the various projects in
taking care of FCC? He responded, "You just ask people
and they help." Jim is very proud
of FCC, and one of his major volunteer responsibilities is "keeping
the boiler operating for the past
20 years or so." I asked about
Food at First? He said he helps
by answering questions and making some repairs. Jim's comment
regarding Food at First was extremely thoughtful, "Food at First
came along at just the right time
after the Ames Community Preschool Center (ACPC) moved
from FCC where they had been
for 37 years to a new location."
Jim added, "Just look at how we
have been able to renovate the
second floor and the way we are
able to use it today."
At the monthly fellowship dinner you will find
a beautiful multi-layered salad made of Jello.
Each of the many layers is of a different color of
Jello. In addition to being beautiful, it is also delicious and good for you. The person who prepares this special salad is Jeanine Cole, a very
good friend of Jim who is often sitting in the
back of the church with him.
You might wonder if Jim has any hobbies in
addition to helping take care of FCC. Yes, he
owns and operates a Band Organ, that is towed
to parties, picnics, etc in its own trailer. The organ was made in 1928 and after Jim rebuilt the
organ its music is beautiful.
Jim has a special wish that someday FCC
will have so many people at worship that people will have to go to the balcony for a seat. We
hope Jim's wish comes true! We are all very
grateful for all you do for FCC, and are so
pleased to have you as a member.
—Bob Watson
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More Than We Can Imagine

Summer Camp 2018
It’s cold and icy outside, and between
scraping our cars and shoveling our
sidewalks, summer seems so far
away… But it’s not! Summer’s just
around the corner, and it’s time to register for

!

There are a lot of new things going on
for Camp this year — a few new camps
(there are descriptions of camps by the
Coffee House bulletin board, and in the
church office) and a NEW Camp store
where campers can purchase shirts.
And the registration process couldn’t be
easier! First Christian Church will pay
for HALF the registration costs of each
Camp participant, for one camp.

The Week of Compassion Offering
will be received on
Sunday, February 25th.
You may give on Sunday morning in the
designated envelope, or online, at https://
doc ge nera lassembly. webc onnex .com/
weekofcompassion.

You may register ONLINE and pay for
YOUR portion of camp costs. Just
make sure to designate FCC Ames as
your church — and forward your confirmation email to fccames@fccames.org,
so we may know to pay for the rest.
You can also fill out a paper application
with the church office.
Don’t wait too long! Camp slots fill
fast, and the early bird deadline is
May 1st!
—Liz Collazo,
FCC Administrative Assistant
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MAY 1ST IS THE LAST DAY FOR EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION!
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“Each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift… The gifts he
gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ…” (Eph. 4:7;11)
Opportunities to serve:
 Help welcome baby Natalia Joy! Contact Dawn Heaberlin at 451-9618. You may contribute to a group gift at the Church office, or give to Dawn.
 Give generously to the Week of Compassion Offering.
 Sign up for the Easter Prayer Vigil, online, or in the Sanctuary.
 Attend the Maundy Thursday and Early Easter Services.
 Volunteer with music or worship arts, to be readers, writers, actors, musicians,
singers, bell ringers for worship. Contact Tim Button-Harrison at 641-485-5604
 Help out with Sound or Video, on Sundays. Contact Janet Lott at jalott@isunet.net
 Join FCC’s Food at First Core Group of Volunteers, which serve every first Saturday of the month. Contact Cynthia Gaunt at cygaunt@hotmail.com.
 Be a faithful steward, and fulfill your monthly pledge.
Keep watching this box and respond as you are able. It takes a lot of people contributing their gifts to keep the ministry of FCC moving, growing and vital.

Regional News

Around the Region —
Things We Do Together

The Week of Compassion
Offering will be received on
Sunday, February 25.

For more info or to register for events:
http://www.uppermidwestcc.org/regionalnewsletter-dte

SUMMER CAMP
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!
Early registration ends on
May 1st!

Below, @CCC =
held at the Christian Conference Center
Feb 23-24 CYF Midwinter Retreat
Feb 25 Regional Operations Council online
Mar 3 Camp Council at CCC
Mar 25 Regional Operations Council online
Mar. 30-Apr. 1 CCC Closed for Easter
Apr 21 Regional Property Committee
Apr 22 Regional Operations Council online
Apr 27-29 Work Retreat at CCC

Help us Welcome Baby Natalia!
Sunday, March 4th,
During Coffee Fellowship,
In the Coffee House
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
BEGINS Sun., March 11th
Spring ahead one hour

Lenten Observances
Maundy Thursday Service
Marcy 29, 7 PM, Ames UCC
Early Easter Service,
April 1, 7 AM, Reiman Gardens
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News from the Pews
Church office hours are
9 am—2 pm
Monday-Thursday
Have a question?
Email Liz Collazo at:
fccames@fccames.org

Stewardship Report

NAACP Freedom Banquet
The Ames chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People marked the beginning of
Black History Month with its 18th-annual Freedom Fund
banquet Thursday, February 1st. Our very own Vern
Hawkins emceed the event, and friends from First Christian Church were in attendance.

Giving in January 2018 not yet available
Income:
Expenses:
Difference:
Disciples Mission Fund:
In and Out of the Hospital:
Larry Mesenbrink, Gwen Mitzel, Ray Lawson.
Our Deep Sympathies go out to Ruth Johnson, and
her family, including David & Meg Knol-Digby
(aunt and uncle) and Eric and Matt Wierson, and
Karen Brenden (cousins), on the passing of Ruth’s
son, Dele John (DJ) Abogunrin, who passed away
last Friday, February 9th. May God’s peace be with
them during this difficult time. If you would like to
send Ruth a sympathy card, you may find her mailing address in the Church directory.

Join us in an all-congregation welcoming of the newest Mokaya baby,
March 4th, during Coffee Fellowship. If you would like to contribute to
a group gift, please give your contribution to Dawn Heaberlin (451-9618) or
drop it off with Liz in the church office.
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Join us in Fellowship at FCC!

Every Thursday, from 5:30—7 pm,
in the Great Room.
(except major holidays)

A mid-week time to refresh,
renew, and recharge our
spirits! Anyone can join in.
You are invited to join us in
the Great Room on second floor for experiences to
recharge your spirit.
Church Night Schedule:
5:45 pm
Dinner available at Food at First
– Fellowship Hall
5:50 pm
Bells – Sanctuary Balcony
6:30 – 7:30 pm
Labyrinth Walking, Posting Prayers,
and other Spiritual Practices –
Great Room.
6:50 – 7:10 pm
Worship – Great Room
7:15 – 8:15 pm
Singers – Sanctuary

Connecting with God & One Another
Every 2nd Thurs. of the month at 7 PM
Join us every second Thursday of the month for
a casual time of fun, fellowship, and growing
closer to God and one another. We will be meeting in The Hub, which is the space on Second
Floor just outside the elevator doors.

Meals
Sunday thru Friday 5:45 pm and Saturday at 11:30 am
(7 days a week)
FCC’s Volunteers the 1st Saturday of every Month!
Contact Cynthia Gaunt for more information,
at cygaunt@hotmail.com.

Grocery Distributions
Monday and Thursday at 4:45 pm a
and Saturday at 10:00 am
Sign Up to Volunteer at http://bit.ly/1tG7Xb2
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Sunday

Monday

Calendar and Servant Schedule
Tuesday

Wednesday

March
25

26

28 12:15 Prayers (CH)

27

4:30 Pastor’s Class
(CH)
Wed. Night Church

10-11:30 am
9:15 am Learning Time Ukuleileis Practice
(CH)
10:30 am Worship

5:45 Dinner with FAF
5:50 Bells Practice
6:30 Spirit. Practices
6:50 Worship
7:15 Singers Practice

4

5

6

9:15 am Learning Time
10:30 am Worship
followed by Coffee
Fellowship and Natalia
Joy’s Welcoming, in
the Great Room

10-11:30 am
Ukuleileis Practice
(CH)
7:00 pm Trustees
Meeting (CR)

6:30 pm Council of
Ministries Meeting
(HUB)
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12

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME BEGINS – Spring
Ahead One

7 12:15 Prayers (CH)

*Ron Ratliff
13
7:15 pm Property
Meeting (Library)

4:30 Pastor’s Class
(CH)
Wed. Night Church
5:45 Dinner with FAF
5:50 Bells Practice
6:30 Spirit. Practices
6:50 Worship
7:15 Singers Practice

14 12:15 Prayers (CH)
4:30 Pastor’s Class
(CH)
Wed. Night Church

*Jack Ewailt

5:45 Dinner with FAF
5:50 Bells Practice
6:30 Spirit. Practices
6:50 Worship
7:15 Singers Practice

19
10-11:30 am
Ukuleileis Practice
9:15 am Learning Time (CH)
10:30 am Worship
Noon – The Call
followed by Fellowship Deadline
Dinner
*Henry Hayes Jr.

20

2112:15 Prayers (CH)

25 Easter Offering
Received
9:15 am Learning Time
10:30 am Worship
*Ellen Landon
1 APR Easter Sun.
Easter Offering
Received
7:00 AM Early Easter
Service at Reiman
Gardens
9:15 am Learning Time
10:30 am Worship

*Pat Popelka

5:45 Dinner with FAF
5:50 Bells Practice
6:30 Spirit. Practices
6:50 Worship
7:15 Singers Practice

27

28

9:15 am Learning Time
10:30 am Worship
18

26
10-11:30 am
Ukuleileis Practice
(CH)
*Sam Button-Harrison

Friday

Saturday

* Denotes birthday
Chapel – 2nd Floor
BT = Bell Tower
CH = Coffee House
FH = Fellowship Hall
LIB = Library

Week of Compassion
Offering Received

*Jake LeCount

Thursday

4:30 Pastor’s Class
(CH)
Wed. Night Church

12:15 Prayers (CH)

4:30 Pastor’s Class
(CH)
Wed. Night Church
5:45 Dinner with FAF
5:50 Bells Practice
6:30 Spirit. Practices
6:50 Worship
7:15 Singers Practice

*Arthur Gaunt

1
5:30-7pm Listening
to God (Great Rm.)

2

3
9:30 – 1 pm FCC
volunteers for Food
at First (FH)

*Roger Bertelsen
8
5:30-7pm Listening to
God (Great Rm.)

*Shane Wierson
9

10

16

17

7 pm Second
Thursday at The Hub
*Mary Lou Harrison
15
5:30-7pm Listening to
God (Great Rm.)
6:30 pm Faith
Formation Team
Meeting (HUB)
*Bob Fitz

*Roma Sills

22
5:30-7pm Listening to
God (Great Rm.)

23

24

29

30
1:00 pm Prayer
Vigil Begins and
will run through
Sunday, April 1st,
at 6:00 AM

31

5:30-7pm Listening to
God (Great Rm.)

Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm Service at
First United
Methodist
*Adam Pendry
*Bob Logston
*Eileen Sambos

*Zach Brown

Servant Schedule
Ushers

Narthex

West Entry

March 4

Deb Lewis & Deb Sheetz

Aubrey & Michael
Ewalt Family

Corry Bertelsen

March 11

Deb Lewis & Deb Sheetz

Aubrey & Michael
Ewalt Family

Corry Bertelsen

March 18

Mel & Pat Popelka

Eileen Sambos

Shirley Malaby

March 25

Mel & Pat Popelka

Eileen Sambos

Shirley Malaby
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The people of First Christian Church accept these values as core…
Genuinely accept, welcome and love everyone as Jesus did.
Connect people to God and to one another.
Cultivate an environment where people grow in faith and discipleship.
Celebrate everyone’s gifts for ministry and encourage people as leaders.
Minister in the community with God’s healing love.

Staff at First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Ames, IA:
Mary Jane Button-Harrison
Tim Button-Harrison
Janet Lott
Liz Collazo
Joseph Schwartz
Sherri Khan
Karen LeCount

Return Service Requested
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
611 Clark Avenue
Ames, Iowa 50010-6137
Phone: (515) 232-5766
Fax: (515) 233-6294
Website: http://www.fccames.org/

Minister:
Minister of Worship & Discipleship:
Minister of Worship Arts:
Administrative Assistant:
Worship Musician:
Building Custodian:
Nursery Attendants:
Nursery Helper:

