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g ratefu |thi”95 A new year has begun. We begin
t

with good news. You may be
aware that on December 11", the
members of First Christian Church
passed a budget for the year 2012.
Of course, that is nothing new.
Each year, we pass a budget for
the coming year. This year, however, for the first time in as long as people seem
to remember, by the time the budget passed, people had already pledged enough
financial gifts for 2012 to cover the budget.

More good news. Preliminary reports suggest that we closed out 2011 “in the
black”. In other words, together we gave enough money in 2011 to cover our
expenses for the year.

Both of these things were made possible because of your generosity. And my
heart warms in gratitude for your commitment to this congregation and your
generosity not only in money, but in your willingness to give of your time and your
skills and your heart to the ministry and mission of First Christian Church. That
was made evident as so many leaders came forward to be thanked and blessed
on Leadership Sunday (Jan. 15). What a joy to see the many ways people give
of themselves.

More good news. We have 60 people participating in the New Beginnings small
group process to take a look at our resources and think about how to best use
those resources and gifts so that our ministries can connect with people in this
fast-changing world in which we live. From what I've heard, people are enjoying
the opportunity to be in conversation with one another as we think together about
our future story. | am grateful for all who have committed to this process and
those who hold the process in their prayers.

So often these words of the Apostle Paul come to my mind these days, “I thank
my God every time | remember you; constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you...” Philippians 1:3,4

Pastor Mary Jane

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
611 Clark Avenue, Ames, lowa
Phone: (515) 232-5766
E-Mail: fccames@fccames.org

www.fccames.org




Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities
Beginning Sunday, January 22, 2012 at 9:15 a.m.

Bible 101: The Old Testament/Hebrew Scriptures,

Part 1

Come join Deb Lewis in the first of a three-part stodithe Bible._You
are invited— whether the Old Testament is brand new for you or is
familiar ground! We’ll encountesthamoments as we discuss the majo
stories, settings, heroes/’sheroes”, and bad-guys (as)d 9&e’ll explore
their development of faith in one God and how thesglpeaewed
God’s work in the world as we trace the foundations eflitdeo-Christian principles that we
celebrate and struggle with today. And all of this wilifteoduced against the backdrop of some
of the recent research in archaeology, history, hedlogy.

When: 9:15 — January 22° to March 25"
Where: the Conference Room
Deb Lewis

Speaking Christian
On Sunday, January 22, we will begin a 10-week study of ddaBorg's latest |
book, Speaking Christian at 9:15 a.m. in the learning center off of Fellowship:
Hall. Borg argues that Christianity’s important words] éhe sacred texts and ".\_\
stories in which those words are embedded, have beenveartty a modern |
framework for the faith that emphasizes sin, forgivendesus dying for our sins
and the afterlife. We will compare and contrast thel@eno Christian meanings |
with the ancient and Biblical meanings of words likesgbn, sin, righteousnes: MA*
Heaven, mercy, and repentance as well as collectionsmfs like the creeds, th?.«
Lord's Prayer, and the Trinity.

According to CNN's review of this book, "When Chrisgdarget what their words mean, they
forget what their faith means." We will consider wtizese words are commonly taken to mea
today and what they meant to 1st Century Christiangicipants will be free to agree or disagre
with Borg's interpretations. But no matter what, wi rave lots of fun doing this!

Jim Gaunt




New Year—New Beginnings

For me, each year two times already seem to represent a new beginning. These times are the start
of the school year and the month of January. | was eager for January 2012 to arrive for a special
reason—we were going to begin the House Meetings that are such an important part of the New
Beginnings process for our congregation. We now have eight New Beginnings groups underway, and
the facilitators report that all of the groups are working well. | am really pleased that we are making
this commitment to our future. | would like to thank the facilitators and hosts for these meetings, as
well as each of the participants. And | would like to request that those who are not part of a group
participate in the process by keeping the groups in your thoughts and prayers.

We will not hold a Board meeting early in February as we usually do. We will wait until the House
Meetings have been completed so that the Board can consider the outcome from the groups. If there
is a need for Board action on any item before then, please contact me at mhl12ia@aol.com.

Jane Love
Board Chair

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

Ubuntu
Wednesday Evening Gathering for Families with YoundChildren

The Wednesday evening gathering of families with young @nlthas been a great time of getting to knjo
one another, learning songs, prayers and stories, goddfabfellowship.

We still need volunteerso
*help with the food preparation
*set up
*clean up
*child care

Those who bring the meal are more than welcome yofetahe meal. Please consider helping out this
ministry in this way. Call Darla Ewalt at 290-1914 (cell) or 232-4716 (home) to volunteer your servi
Thank you!




Habitat for Humanity

It has been some time since our church has had a representativaeufr congregation involveq
in the local Habitat for Humanity effort. We have always ttleht a hand up was more importg
than a handout and that the Habitat for Humanity program supplied jushshaseems to be
too often the case with us we never took it to the next leveldonte actively involved — until
now. Two weeks ago we became aware that our church was Idokiagiew representative t
work directly with Habitat for Humanity. We expressed our ddsitendertake the task and
were selected. Our new-found motivation for involvement came abautost visible and
personal manner for us. Our daughter is a single mother rdmseg®children on her own with
little or no financial help. She and another lady operate a smektying salon in Nevada. Hegr
income from the shop is allowing her to independently provide for tressggies for her family
but not much more. Her driving force has been to have a “homé&éfarhildren — our grand
children - where they can feel safe, protected, and loved and tasdmnther own. On her OW}

Is important to her to validate her own self-worth as welbaetonstrate to her young child
the value of individual responsibility and independence. About two yeansayg she began t
talk with the people from Habitat for Humanity and applied for tlogam. Last summer her
application was approved. She did allow her grandparents to help hehapurchase of a lot
with a “pay it back as you can” loan arrangement. The Lord witheg will have their home
before Christmas next year.

We believe God has given us this opportunity — why at this point is urtclea but we will be
listening closely! We'll keep you updated as we go. Thank you loweldg us to represent our
congregation in this worthwhile effort.

Together in Christ,

Kris and Larry Mesenbrink

Habitat

for Humanity”




Make a Difference: Shop Fair Trade!

Are you a coffee or tea drinker? How about orderingtfade? Fair trade purchase
help provide a sustainable livelihood for producers around tiiel wiose lives,
families, and communities benefit from your decisionsciples of Christ is part of the Equal Exchange
Interfaith Store, which offers a variety of fair tracteffee, tea and other products.

On sale currently are Organic Breakfast Blend and Bl Black Pyramid teas ($13.50/case). New
coffee products include a whole bean roast from the CQudfee Project, an initiative created by Equal
Exchange in partnership with the Panzi Hospital inDHR. Congo. Equal Exchange donates $1 per bag
of this East African blend to the hospital’'s prograna tfenefit women survivors of trauma and violence

Click here to see available products on the Equal Exchiswgdaith Store:

http://interfaith.equalexchange.com/

Special thanks to A huge thank you goes out to Danette Sumerford! Dasgttession for fair trade and
her leadership in coordinating FCC'’s fair trade orderingggotapver the past years have made it possible
for us to support small-scale farmers around the world, ehileying delicious products at home. As
Danette’s family finalizes their move, Darla EwalideStacey Maifeld will be helping coordinate future
coffee orders. If you are new to ordering or have a quedgel free to contact either of us, and we will d
our best to answer any questions you have.

For questions or to place your order, please etilplescoffee @hotmail.com

The deadline for orders is Sunday, February 5. Thanks for gugpbair Trade!

Darla Ewalt and Stacey Maifeld
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News from the Pews

In and Out of the Hospital:
Gwen Mitzel, Larry Olson.

Our Sympathy to:

The family ofSteve Kruse,who died January 8th at
the Veterans Administration of Central lowa Healt
Care in Des Moines. Funeral was held January 11th
in Madrid, 1A.

To the family ofJim Andrew, who died December
18th in Chapel Hill, N.C. A memorial service was
held in Chapel Hill on December 27th. 4 #

Also, to the family oHelen Woldruff Hepburn,
who died December 20th in Wakarusa, IN. Her
funeral was held at Adams Funeral Home on Friday, $2 S) 12
December 23rd. 2 4 1

Baby Blessing:

William McDonald was
blessed on January 8, 2012
during our worship service.

2011 Year End:

Income: $210,009 i}

Expenses: $209,309 ! #

Difference: $ 700 $ % &

Outreach Giving for December, 2011: $ " & &

Disciples Mission Fund $ 575.27 1&" " 1 () *+ &

Christmas Offering $202.00 $ + &
$

& ! ! !

From the Eric Brown Family: & ! &
Thank you all for your kind $ ! $
words and prayers at my dad’s
:.;,' , passing. You don’t know how
much you all have helped.

@};}Wf/}y, Eric Brown & Family

L

$ &
$ &
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Collin Howe has graduated from ISU and gotten a|job
at Hitachi in Rochester, MN. His new address is:

5624 40th Street SW
Rochester, MN 55902-3603




Calendar and Servant Schedule

Servant’'s Schedule

Ushers: Greeter (West Entry):
Feb. 5 Ron Matthews Feb. 5 Gloria Carpenter
Dee Matthews Feb. 12 & 19 Kay Scott
Feb. 12 & 19 Amy Kuehl Feb. 26 Cindy Ratliff
Mel Popelka
Feb. 26 Heather Withers Nursery:
Emily Murken Feb. 5 Duane Bunning
Feb. 12 Shirley Malaby
Greeter (Narthex): Feb. 19 Opportunity to Serve
Feb. 5 Pat Popelka Feb. 26 Opportunity to Serve
Mel Popelka
Feb. 12 & 19 Corry Bertelsen
Feb. 26 Mark Love



The people of First Christian Church accept these vasesre...

Loving Jesus and learning to love as Jesus
Practicing Christian discipleship

Witnessing the faith to one another and to the world
Knowing and understanding the Bible

Staff at First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Ames, IA:

Minister: Mary Jane Button-Harrison
Minister of Worship & Discipleship: Tim Button-Harrison
Worship Musician: Joseph Schwartz
Administration Assistant: Vicki Whitman

Building Custodian: Sherri Khan

Nursery Attendant: Karen LeCount
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