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“Y'all Come” — Fall Kick-off
Sunday, September 12 2010

Summer is nearly over. School is just about to belfiacation is done. It's time to
gear up for falll Now is the time to recommit yourdelfthe practices of your faith.
Now is a great time to explore the many opportunities tmect with God and others
through the life and ministries of First Christian Gtiur

Whether you only come occasionally, or whether yauragular in your attendance,
you invited and encouraged @OME — bring your family and friends and

neighbors —on Sunday, September 1?2 and discover anew the many possibilities
to grow and live out your faith.

9:15

10:30

Learning time — We will gather all together in the parlor for drinkeacks,
information, and maybe a song or two to kick-off the season of learning
and growing in faith. You will have the opportunity to méet teachers and
learn about the classes for a few minutes beforeitg#al class.

Worship — come and invite others, volunteer to bring those véawe lrouble
getting to church, or who are new and don’t know anyoneedst our voices
in song and in prayer and our hearts in thanksgiving th Gdter the summer,
maybe it could be like a reunion.

What if everyone came?

Pastor Mary Jane

BEGINNING AUGUST
22ND, WORSHIP
WILL START AT 10:30 AM

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
611 Clark Avenue, Ames, lowa
Phone: (515) 232—5766
E-Mail: fccames@fccames.org

www.fccames.org




Sunday Morning Learning Opportunities begin Sept. 2 at 9:15 am

Beginning Sunday, September 2 there will be learning opportunities for people of all aafes
9:15 a.m. Life-long learners is a term that is usetarstecular world, but it is very appropriate
in the church as well. We live in times of great geand transition. The Learning Time
provides the opportunity to exercise your mind and spiatrder to continue to learn and grow if
faith to meet the challenges of our time. First GlamsChurch has classes fat ages

For Children Birth through 6 " Grade:
Nursery - for babies and toddlers, meets downstairs in theenursSuzanne Clark and
Karen LeCount will teach this class.
Godly Play - for children through B grade, meets upstairs'{Zloor). Nancy Schroeder
and Sarah Gaunt will teach this class.

For Youth (7"-12") and Adults:
Nooma-— for Adults, meets in the Parlor on the main flobtark Schroeder will lead
this class.

What is NOOMA?Jesus lived with the awareness that God is doing sometlghghere, right
now, and anybody can be a part of it. He encouragdst@rers to search, to question, to
wrestle with the implications of what he was saying doing. He inspired, challenged,
provoked, and comforted, and invited people to be open to @anllsin this world. Wherever
he went, whatever he did, Jesus started discussions \@hat matters most, because for Jesus,
God is always inviting us to open our eyes and joilNQOMA is a series of short filmthat
explore our world from a perspective of Jesus. NOOManimvitation to search, question, and
join the discussion.

Caring for Creation: Does God Have a Job for Me? for Adultsand Youth
(7"-12M), meets in the room off the fellowship hall downstaiBoug Sumerford will lead
this class. (See Description below)

“But my life is more than a vision, the sweetest part is acftey making a decision, | started
seeing the whole as a sum of its parts. My life is part of tiimaplife, I'd found myself
becoming more immobile, when I'd think a little girl in the wodd'tdo anything.
A distant nation my community, a street person my responsibility,
if | have a care in the world | have a gift to bring.“Indigo Girls, “Hammer and a Nail”

There is no longer debate among credible scientistsecoing the role of humans in causing the
global climate change. Politicians on both sidetheffence argue about the issue, but do little
else. Meanwhile, people lose their jobs due to oilssmilthe Gulf of Mexico, parents watch as
their children waste away due to poor water quality oatisence of water, and many die or los
their homes due to recurrent flooding. As the lyricsvalguggest, we all have decisions to
make. The fate of the planet and our response, oola@sponse, will likely determine how
future generations remember us. Many people of faithealezing that humans are a part of
God's creation, a special part, and we therefore hageponsibility to not foolishly waste the
resources and abundances provided by God. During six weekalltli@eptember 12 — October
17), we will discuss the care of God'’s creation anus@ter our roles as individuals and as a
congregation. The focus will be on spiritual conceleesye your political views at the door! |
am eager to have these discussions with folks and bogeetyou! If you have questions or
concerns, please contact me. Doug Sumerford dsumerford@msn.com
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Fall Worship Series — Encountering | AM!

“God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM.™
Exodus 3:14

“Be still, and know that | AM God!”
Psalm 46:10

We live a world filled with skeptics as well as people demanding easy answers. We worship a
God who doesn't offer pat answers to life’s challenging questions. We worship a God who is
not only beyond us, but within us and around us.

This fall we will explore the God of mystery and grace who is both knowable and unknowable
— knowable in creation, in the love and kindness of neighbors and strangers — unknowable in
being more than, greater than, wiser than,
bigger than the measure of our minds and our
experience. In theology we speak of God’s
transcendence (beyond us) as well as God’s 19
imminence (present within creation).

September 12 Encountering | AM!
Encountering | AM!
— Mystery

26 Encountering | AM!

So, this fall we will rest in the mystery that is — Ground of Our B?ing
God. We will allow ourselves to be centered in | October 3 Encountering | AM!

that life force that is beyond our grasp. And we —The Way

will allow ourselves to see the many ways God 10 Encountering | AM!

is present in creation, in neighbor, in stranger, — Neighbor and

in Jesus who showed us the path to God and to Stranger

LIFE! 17 Encountering | AM!
— Home

Alternative Casual Worship Sundays, September 12 - October 17 at 5:00 p.m.

This fall, for 6 weeks, there will be a second, more experiential worship service each Sunday
from 5:00 — 6:00 p.m. These services will follow the same theme as the morning 10:30 a.m.
worship, but will be completely different otherwise. You may choose to attend one or both
services each Sunday. The early evening service would make a great entry point for a new
person, so feel free to invite others.

These worship experiences will be held in different places.

September 12 and 19 First Christian Church Parlor
September 26 and October 3 Brookside Park
October 10 and 17 Stomping Grounds Restaurant

(on patio, weather permitting)

Pastor Mary Jane




Music at First Christian Church of Ames
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First Christian Church Youth

FCC Youth Mission Trip to Indianapolis, Indiana
August 5 -9, 2010

On Thursday morning Sam and Zach Brown, Nolan Ratliff,
Jon and Julie Childs and Darla Ewalt piled in to a rented
van and headed off on their mission trip. Their destinat
was the Oikos Center for Action located at Central
Christian Church (DOC) in Lebanon, Indiana. TracMetterly is the director of Oikos. She is
a good friend of Anjeanette’s. The worksite project marsagex Grant and Jonathon. We
worked on Donette’s house in Indianapolis. Donettefallen on hard times and rented out her
home for three years. The renters totaled the h@wseette worked beside us when she was
not at her new job. We tore off siding, tore outetheck and installed four windows and three
doors. Sam was Grant’s right hand man in installinglaesvs and doors. Zach and Nolan
learned how to use a drill to put screws in. All bunSscame excellent at removing siding
(Sam was busy with windows and doors). At the end ofdayeve had 15 minutes before
starting to cleanup and there was one more sectiadin§go remove. Jonathon didn't think
there was enough time to complete the task. Julie anld bad the siding off, nails removed
and the area cleaned up in 20 minutes. We showed themawatd can do! They are now
three days ahead of schedule. Every evening Traci ledaustudy on poverty and a
devotional. Everyone had a great time. Donetterhated us to a barbeque as a thank you to
all the volunteers. We are planning on going and Anjeanatt@alheady invited us to stay at
her place. Thank you to everyone who financially supportedrp. We will be sharing
pictures and stories in the near future.

FCC Youth

Beautiful Wooden Chest

Ron Ratliff built a beautiful wooden chest to help fioanhe FCC Youth Mission trip.
Beginning at the September fellowship dinner, the youthb&ikelling bookmarks with

biblical scriptures written on them for $5 each. Thespemwho buys the bookmark that has the
same scripture written on it as the plaque in the chiéistlgo be given the chest. The chest
will be given away on November 28.

FCC Youth
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| want to order bricks at $100 per brick. (Please fill oua separate form for each brick).

There is no cost for the imprinting.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Engrave my brick with the following inscription. Please pmt in capital letters ONLY as you wish the
name to appear on the brick. There is a limit of three (3lines of 13 characters per line, including
spaces. You do not need to use all three lines.

Brick



Nominations

Fall is nearly here which means the First Christian nominatiagess will soon begin.

Each year the nominating group meets for prayer and thoughtful consideriaivho will
lead us in the coming year.

Please be in prayer for this process of calling out leadershyou have thoughts or sug
gestions, please share them with me.

Jeff Tryon, Chair of Nominations
239-5031

School for Congregational Learning

Saturday, August 28, 2010
West Des Moines Christian Church
4501 Mills Civic Parkway
West Des Moines, IA 50125

NEW LOWER REGISTRATION FEE: $20
8:00 am—3:45 pm

Keynote Speaker; Pastor Jose Morales, Jr.

Gifted speaker, writer and pastor. Born in Puerto Rico in 18¥8as lived in
Venezuela, Ohio and lllinois. He is the adjunct profeasdicCormick Theological
Seminary in Chicago. He graduated from McCormick Theold§eaninary with a
Masters of Divinity degree in 2005.

For more information, visit the regional website at: wuppermidwestcc.org.
Forms and additional information also available on Eitstistian Church~Ames’
bulletin board across from the ACPC office.

Mark the date: October 8 & 9, 2010
Regional Assembly

Go online to: www.uppermidwestcc.org
for more information at a later date!
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News from the Pews

In and Out of the HospitalPat Gustofson,
Gen Pyle(Council Bluffs, 1A hospital)

Our Deepest Sympathy to the Family of:
Michelle Porter, who passed away on July 26, 2010.
A memorial service was held here on July 29.

Congratulations to:Justin and Becky Digby,whose
baby girl,Camilla Elisabeth Digby (Millie), was
born on August 2, 2010 by cesarean section. She
weighed 11# 6 oz. and was 22" long.

Golden Years Retreat
Christian Church in the Upper Midwest

Year to Date: Christian Conference Center, Newton

Income: $122.188 Sunday, September 12—Tuesday, September 14, 2010
Expenses: $125,090 Cost: $100 per person
Difference $ 2902 (includes 2 nights lodging and meals from Sunday

dinner through Tuesday lunch)

Outreach Giving for July, 2010:
Disciples Mission Fund $595.60
Wk Compassion—Haiti $ 15.00
Emergency Residence Project 39.06
(from Sunday School offerings)

New address for Michael Ewalt:

Registration deadline: August 15, 2010

Thanks to medical advances we live longer and healthie
Now the question becomes, “To what purpose?”’
Join us as we learn together how to move from

“aging” to “sage-ing”.

SGT Ewalt, Michael
Task Force Griffin —Lift
APO AE 09340

Lodge rooms are furnished w/two queen-sized beds and
private bath.Main floor and handicap accessible rooms

are available.
Thank you from Anjeanette:

First Christian Church, Be sure to bring:
| was blessed so much by you in June when you Toiletries
hosted and sponsored my ordination service. Thank - comfortable clothing

you! | am grateful to Mary Jane and the planning Appropriate footwear and outerwear if planning
team for all the time and care they put into planning. to walk outdoors

Thank you to Colleen, Tim and the choir for the . . .
wonderfu)llmusic! Thank you for the great bulletin! Bible and_ other m‘?‘te”a's you might want to read
Thank you all for the beautiful and generous gifts or do during free times
given in the service, as well as the Cokesbury and St. _ _ _ _ _
Josepth's gift certificates; the yummy cookies and They will ha_lve_lnterestlng keynotes, mgamngfg! worship
beautiful flowers, the guest book, all wonderful and great singing. Add lots of fellowship activities,
touches at the reception. | had a great time trying to leisure activities, wonderful food, com_fortable lodging
visit with everyone! One of my out-of-state guests and an optional work project to benefit the Conference
even told me how warmly welcomed he felt by you. Center.

First Christian Church has been such a formative
community of faith for me, I couldn’t imagine any
other way.

Blessings to you on your ministry in Ames and
around the world. Gratefully,

10

An offering will be collected at the closing worship to
help raise funds for “camperships” to help our young
people attend church camp next summer.



Calendar and Servant Schedule

Servant’s Schedule

Ushers:

Sept 5 Glendon & Wanda Button

Sept 12 & 19 Ed & Carolyn Gagnier
Keith Landon

Sept 26 Mel & Pat Popelka
Margaret Maitland

Greeters (Narthex):

Sept 5 Ron & Dee Matthews

Sept 12 & 19 Robert Logston
Denny Heaberlin

Sept 26 Don & Pat Gustofson

11

Greeters (West Entry):

Sept 5

Mary Fitz

Sept 12 & 19 Gloria Carpenter

Sept 26

Kay Scott

Nursery Helpers:

Sept 5

Sept 12
Sept 19
Sept 26

Cindy Ratliff, Mark Schroeder
Becky Lamkey

Cathy Krebs

Opportunity to Serve



The people of First Christian Church accept these vasesre...

Loving Jesus and learning to love as Jesus
Practicing Christian discipleship

Witnessing the faith to one another and to the world
Knowing and understanding the Bible

Staff at First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Ames, IA:

Minister: Mary Jane Button-Harrison
Theologian-in-Residence David Digby

Director of Music: Colleen McRoberts

Worship Musicians: Mark DeVoss, Alex Erwin and Jos8phwartz
Administration Assistant: Vicki Whitman

Building Custodian: Sherri Khan

Nursery Attendant: Karen LeCount
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